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was not long before it was hemmed in on one side by the English,
and on the other by the Mysore rulers Hyder Ali and his son Tipu.
After Venkojfs death in 1687, his three sons, Shahaji, Sarfoji
and Tukoji, succeeded to the kingdom one after another, and their
joint occupation of the throne extended over a period of nearly
fifty years (1687-1735). The principal event in the reign of Shahaji
was the invasion of Tanjore by the Moghul general Zulfikarkhan.
After Sambhaji's death, and the capture of his son Shahu by the
Moghuls, the Marathas found it impossible to oppose Aurangzeb's
power in their native country of the Deccan, and Rajaram, the
second son of Shiyaji, with the Maratha generals and statesmen
who still adhered to the national standard, retreated to the south,
and established themselves at Gingi in the neighbourhood of
Pondicherry. The Moghul invaders, thereupon, marched to the
south and besieged Gingi. The operations of the siege were pro-
tracted over many years with varied success, and it was in the
course of these operations that the Moghul commander levied
contributions from Tanjore, and deprived the Raja of a portion
of his territory in the Trichinopoly district. Under the rule of the
two succeeding nionarchs, Sarfoji and Tukoji, the Tanjore
Marathas extended their power over the Marva country in the
neighbourhood of Rameshvar. The Zamindaris of Shiv Ganga
and Ramnath were conquered about 1730. They were fiefs which
acknowledged the supremacy of Tanjore when it was governed by
strong rulers, and resisted its power under weak sovereigns.
The final conquest of this part of the country was effected
in 1763 and 1771, by the Maratha generals, Sidoji and Mankoji,
who greatly distinguished themselves, and Mankoji also played
a considerable part in the war between 1742 and 1763.
After the death of the three sons of Venkoji, there was a
rapid succession of rulers between 1735 and 1740, due partly to
the untimely death of some, and partly *to the attempts of the
Moghul commanders to impose their own nominees as kings. The
Maratha officers in the service of Tanjore finally succeeded in
raising to the throne Pratapsing, an illegitimate son of Tukoji,
in IT^Q, and he reigned f6F^>period of twenty-three years.
The early years of Pratapsing's reign witnessed, however, the
second invasion of Southern India by the confederate army of the
Satara Raja led by Raghuji Bhonsle of Nagpur. It was one of
the largest expeditions sent out from Satara, and the army would
have accomplished permanent results if the Tanjore Marathas
had forgotten their jealousies, and Raghuji had pushed on his
conquests after his first successes near Trichinopoly, As it was,
he was content to leave a garrison at Trichinopoly, and capture